
 

FRIDAY MEMO 
March 23, 2007 

 

1. Staff from Milwaukie and Metro addressed City Council at its March 20th 
meeting to recap the results of the March 5th Light Rail Open House and to 
discuss future outreach efforts.  Metro distributed a report on the Open 
House's findings and Milwaukie staff talked about a series of meetings to be 
scheduled in April that will more closely examine three segments of the 
proposed Milwaukie alignment: the southern portion that includes the Island 
Station Neighborhood and the Oak Grove area, the middle portion which 
focuses on the Historic Milwaukie Neighborhood, the northern section that 
focuses on the Ardenwald Neighborhood, and the North Industrial Area. Once 
the meeting details are confirmed they will be posted to the City's website.  
Staff also announced that the Citizen Advisory Committee for the project will 
be taking applications until April 16th. All who are interested are encouraged 
to apply.  To review the materials provided at the Open House, visit 
http://www.metro-region.org/article.cfm?articleid=223 

2. Don’t forget the Bike and Pedestrian Workshop this Saturday, March 24 at 
Milwaukie City Hall, 10722 SE Main Street, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Bike/pedestrian access is a key element of the City’s Transportation System 
Plan (TSP) update.  The TSP is an important document that contains the 
City's long-term transportation goals and policies for pedestrians, cyclists, 
drivers, transit users, and freight carriers. It identifies the issues and projects 
that are important to the community, and it helps the City obtain transportation 
funding from State and federal agencies.  For more information visit: 
http://www.ci.milwaukie.or.us/milwaukie/projects/tspupdate/pedestrianbicycle.
html 

3. There’s a Homewood Park planting party on Saturday morning, March 24 
from 9 a.m. to noon. The Park is located just south of the Monroe Street and 
Home Avenue intersection.  Hector Campbell Neighborhood Association 
Chair David Aschenbrenner reports the trilliums are in full bloom, so stop by 
and check them out.  Bring your gloves and favorite gardening tool. 

4. Now that spring is officially here, the Ledding Library has books to meet all of 
your garden planning and informational needs. 

5. Be creative for a worthy cause.  Join the Friends of the Ledding Library and 
Library staff on Friday April 13 and Saturday April 14 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Pond House, 2215 SE Harrison Street, to make mosaic stepping-stones.  
The stepping-stones will be sold at the Library Plant Sale in May.  Just show 
up or contact Kim, Clair, and Dorie at plantsforledding@yahoo.com. 



6. Spring Break is here, so remember to drive carefully and watch for children 
playing.  If you are stuck for some wholesome entertainment next week, 
consider the Ledding Library.  You don’t have to travel far or walk the plank to 
meet a pirate.  Just come to the Ledding Library on Thursday, March 29 for a 
2 p.m. performance of The Pirate and His Pet.  For the second year in a row, 
Dragon Theater Puppets will present a Spring Break puppet show for children 
of all ages.  This year’s swashbuckling adventure story focuses on a sea 
serpent and a pirate who learn the value of friendship.  The program is free 
thanks to the Friends of the Ledding Library. 

7. Milwaukie Police Chief Larry Kanzler recently testified before the Legislative 
Transportation Committee regarding HB 2899 on behalf of the City and the 
Oregon Association of Chiefs of Police.  HB 2899 directs the Department of 
Transportation to immediately inform law enforcement if an applicant for a 
driver license, driver permit, or identification card submits false application.  
To read the text of his testimony, please refer to Attachment 1. 

8. Following is a memo from the City Manager to the City Council that was read 
into the record at the March 20, 2007 work session: 

 
Section 27(c)(3), Milwaukie Charter of 1975 vests in the City Manager the 
power and duty to appoint and remove “all city officers and employees” as 
well as “supervision and control over the departments . . ..”  
A recent letter to the editor attempts to impugn the integrity of one City staff 
member by questioning his neutrality. However, the impossibility of proving 
the allegation is underlined by the author’s choice to base his argument on 
innuendo rather than on fact. He also characterizes City staff as “a very pro-
rail group.” His purpose is to create doubt in and opposition to a process and 
an issue by attacking the credibility and professionalism of City staff. Given 
the City Manager’s responsibilities enumerated above, I wish to respond to 
the comments about City staff.  
First, the importance of maintaining his neutrality was openly communicated 
and acknowledged by the individual staff member as he introduced his report 
to the City Council on February 20, 2007. He clearly stated that neutrality was 
a clear expectation of his job, and he reiterated its importance when 
questioned by Council. In addition, in my discussions with community 
members he interviewed, they all noted his unwillingness to offer his personal 
observations.  This staff member operates according to the highest ethical 
standards. 
Second, applicants for City positions are not subject to a light rail litmus test, 
nor is anyone required to convert to a “pro-rail” position once hired. This is no 
different from expectations we had of the consultant team hired a few years 
ago to examine annexation issues, many of whom are very public, recognized 
light rail opponents. We hired them to perform tasks we were not equipped to 
do, and they performed as professionals and not as light rail opponents. 



Similarly, our goal is to employ the best person for each job, and we expect 
nothing less than the highest level of professionalism and public service. I 
believe that we get that level of performance! The suggestion that staff uses 
positions to advance a personal issue or cause is demeaning and ignores the 
energy, integrity, and dedication of this outstanding group of people.   

Attachments: 
1. March 5th Light Rail Open House Information 
2. Testimony of Police Chief Larry Kanzler before the Legislative 

Transportation Committee on March 21, 2007. 
3. Weekly Calendar 














