
FRIDAY MEMO 
September 8, 2006 

 
1. This is the first Friday Memo in a couple of weeks. Due to the press of 

other business, it is a day late. In the future I hope to be able to get it out 
each Friday as in the past. 

 
2. The City is about to embark on a nine-month process to update its 

Transportation System Plan (TSP), which was written in 1997, and is 
overdue for an update. The TSP is the City's long-term plan for 
transportation improvements and includes a list of projects that could be 
implemented through the Capital Improvement Plan, development review, 
or grant funding. This planning process is a great opportunity for the 
community to define its goals for transportation systems and 
improvements and to discuss how the whole transportation system can be 
improved to support this livable city. The project will emphasize 
opportunities for public input, with particular focus on access for freight, 
auto circulation, bicycle connections, sidewalk needs, transit facilities, 
traffic calming, and alternative approaches to designing street 
improvements in existing neighborhoods. The City is hoping for broad and 
meaningful public involvement in the development of this plan. Anyone 
interested in participating or just staying informed should contact Katie 
Mangle, Planning Director, at manglek@ci.milwaukie.or.us, or 503-786-
7652.  

 
3. The Planning Department is currently seeking comments on proposed 

revisions to the Sign Code and other sections of the Milwaukie Municipal 
Code. The primary focus of the proposed revisions is to remove content-
based sign regulations, which violate Oregon's freedom of speech 
protections. During the process of editing for content-based provisions, the 
Planning Commission, Design and Landmarks Committee, Planning staff, 
and City Attorney have proposed other changes, which include technical, 
clarification, and minor policy changes.  Planning staff mailed copies of the 
proposed revisions to the NDA Land Use Chairs and other interested 
parties this week. The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on 
the proposed revisions on September 26th. If recommended by the 
Commission, the City Council will hold a public hearing on the proposed 
revisions in October. A copy of the proposed revisions (and a 
Commentary version that explains what effect the code revisions would 
have) will soon be posted on the City website at 
http://www.ci.milwaukie.or.us/departments/planning/planning.html  

 
4. Effective September 1, 2006, Joe Sandfort became the Ledding Library 

Director. Joe began his career with the City in October 1979 as a senior 
librarian.  Shortly thereafter Joe, Cynthia Sturgis and Paula Mishaga 
assumed a joint leadership of the library rather than having one library 



director.  They did this to assist the City during a difficult transition the 
library was undergoing.  Because of the abilities and professionalism of 
these three particular individuals that co-director model worked for a 
number of years.  Over the last 2 years the library has been transitioning 
to a single Library Director model as both Paula and Cynthia retired.  
Cynthia's retirement was August 31, 2006.  We congratulate Joe on this 
promotion and have great confidence in his ability to assume this 
leadership role.  We also want to thank Cynthia for her years of dedicated 
service to the Ledding Library and wish her well in her retirement. 

 
 

5. Finalists for the Code Compliance Assistant position will be interviewed 
next week.  

 
6. Paul Shirey will become the Operations Director upon Kelly Somers 

retirement this winter.  Not only does Paul have experience with City 
projects and processes, but he also came to the City with a number of 
years experience in Project Management in the transportation industry 
both at the Port of Portland and ODOT.  Congratulations to Paul on his 
new position.  He will move into this position November 15, which will 
allow for a couple of months cross training with Kelly.  We will be opening 
up the recruitment for a new Engineering Director in the next week or two. 

 
7. Human Resources is providing training for new lead workers and 

supervisors.  
 

8. The Friends of the Library are very active and working on several projects 
that will benefit the City and the Library. For example, they have recently 
made a substantial payment to the City to help with the funding of the 
Peake Memorial Fountain. In addition, the First Saturday programs will 
start on Saturday October 7th at 2PM with the big band music of the 
Chuck Karsun Orchestra. These monthly programs (lasting through May) 
are funded by the Friends as well. The Friends deserve our thanks for 
their contributions. 

 
9. The Street Department is up to full strength now with the addition of new 

team member Scott Pierce. All school zones changes have been 
completed, and they are functioning properly. The crack-sealing program 
has started and will continue through September. 

 
10. Stormwater has removed blackberries and placed bark chips on 3 of the 5 

detention ponds. The other two will be completed during the next two 
weeks. Stormwater has also completed stenciling all the catch basins with 
the dump no waste to protect the fish stencil. 

 
11. Wastewater has cleaned and inspected lines in the Hector Campbell 

Neighborhood.  



  
12. The Library parking lot project concrete contractor installed the sidewalk 

on the north end of the new lot.  Paving of the area is schedule for 
Wednesday Sept 13th.  The next step will be to remove the old walk near 
the back door of the Library and prepare the area for the new curb.  This 
work was scheduled to begin on Friday Sept. 8th. 

 
13. Library Pond House - The concrete ADA ramp is in, and we are waiting for 

the handrail companies to respond to our request for bids.  We expect to 
have the handrails installed within the next 30 days, if all goes well.  The 
outside of the house is being painted at this time, and we expect that to be 
completed in the next two weeks, weather permitting.  The restroom has 
been modified to meet ADA standards. We have one last step to 
complete, and that is the installation of flooring. That will be done prior to 
the completion of the handrail installation. Once the outside painting is 
completed we will finish the landscaping in front of the house. 

 
14. Please note a couple events for which more information is attached. One 

is the dedication of the Peake Memorial Fountain at the Library, which is 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 13, 2006 at 10:00. The other is the 
Mayor’s State of the City address, which is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 19, 2006. 

 
 
 
 



Council Activities Friday Memo September 8, 2006 
 

Mayor James Bernard 
 
 
Next week I will be attending two events representing Milwaukie in Eugene at OEDA 
conference and in Vancouver BC on a “Get Centered” study tour, traveling by bus with 
Metro staff and others interested in community redevelopment. 
 
The Metro Tour is not about the tour, it’s the bus ride. One of the many reasons 
Milwaukie has been successful over the last few years is our involvement with not just 
Metro but also with the many communities, service organizations and providers, our 
government partners in Salem and DC, and the business community. Our staff has 
worked very hard to build relationships with all our partners and so have some of our 
Councilors. It’s all about having the time and focusing on the goals that our community 
spent lots of time and money developing. A vision was created that we on Council and 
staff have been working on since. Former Councilor Larry Lancaster once said that 
previous Council worked hard to come up with the vision and now it was the job of 
future Councils .to make it a reality. One thing I heard load and clear is put the density 
downtown and not in our neighborhoods. We have been doing that and at the same time 
we have promoted improvements to parks and roads throughout our community. 
Lewelling Park for example is a great community/city partnership and it is amazing to see 
this fantastic park near completion. 
 
The Oregon Economic Development Conference in Eugene is another way that the 
business community and government are sitting down and creating a strategy for the 
future. I am looking forward to one presentation especially “Einstein, Frankenstein, and 
You!” asks us to look outside the box and “Think like Einstein, Create like DaVinci, and 
invent like Edison”. We have spent so many years trying to keep government out of 
business when we should have been inventing ways to partner.  
 
I would like to thank the Ardenwald-Johnson Creek Neighborhood Association for 
representing the best of Milwaukie with their summer concert series and especially the 
last one Cheryl Ausmann-Moreno, Carlotta Collette, Ronn Palmer, Lisa Gunion-Rinker, 
and the many other volunteers. What a great series of concerts and especially the last one 
with Reggie Houston and the food provided by Outback Steak house free of charge. I 
hope all of you will go out to dinner and be sure and thank them for feeding 600 people. 
 
Ed Zumwalt, Celebrate Milwaukie Inc, Historic Milwaukie Neighborhood Association, 
and numerous sponsors provided music in the park at the Ledding Library every 
Wednesday over the last couple of months. The parking was a challenge over the last 
month due to expansion of the library lot and construction at the North Main project but 
thanks to cooperation the concert series went very well and attendance was great.  
 
 



LEDDING LIBRARY STATISTICS 
 

August, 2005 52 31 
Month, year Hours Open Per Week Days Open Per Month 

 
 
 % change 

from prv. yr 
  
  

% change 
from prv. yr 

 % change 
from prv. yr 

29,820 7% 17,521 1% 47,341 5% 
Adult Materials Juvenile Materials Grand 

Total 
 

 
 
Library 
Revenues 

Current month % change 
from prv. yr 

New Library 
Users Added 

Current month % change 
from prv. yr 

Fines & Fees: $4,481.77 15% Milw.residents 137 5% 
Copy Machine: $262.29 -9% Unincorp. 

residents. 
37 61% 

Total: $4,744.06 13% Mult Co. residents. 34 -3% 
 
 
Reference 
Questions 

Current month % change 
from prv. yr 

Volunteers Current 
   month 

change 
from 
prv. yr 

Research 1,144 5% Number 71 -18% 
Directional 1,313 5% Hours worked 566 8% 
 
 
Interlibrary Loan 
Loaned: Current 

  month 
% change 
from prv. yr 

 Borrowed:  Current 
  month 

% change 
from prv. yr 

In state 4 -67  In state 18 -5% 
Network 7,775 11%  Network 6,987 18% 
Out of state 0 -100%  Out of state 19 138% 
Total 7,779 11%  Total 7,024 18% 
 
 
Items circulated 
to: 

Current month % change 
from prv. yr 

Adult Programs Current month 

Milwaukie residents 19,378 2% Number 6 
Unincorp. res. 17,297 -1% # of people attend. 243 
Mult. Co. res 6,825 25%   
 
Circulation of specific collections 
 Adult %ch Juv % ch Adult  % ch Adult  % ch 
Nonfiction 4,494 5%   Large Print 365 17% DVD's. 6,575 53% 
Fiction 2,274 4%   Westerns 29 -24% CDROM/Soft. 285 23% 
Mystery 681 -9%   Short Stories 26 -13% Audio on CD 541 161% 

Science Fic. 283 35%   Talk. Books 931 -15% Spanish Lang. 78 -32% 
Young Ad. 913 66%   Compact dis 3,474 7% Russian Lang. 7 -88% 
Paperbacks 1,378 -3%   Biography 87 -28% Cultural Passes 42 24% 
Magazines 920 14%   Equipment 0 ----    
Videos 4,435 -23%   New fiction 1,606 14%    
Vert. File 9 29%   New nonfic. 533 -12%    
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Big Band Music Coming To 
Ledding in October 

Friends of the Library President Carol Kay has announced 
the resumption of Ledding Library’s wildly popular “First 
Saturday” music programs. 

Portland’s Chuck Karsun Orchestra will appear at the 
Ledding Library on Saturday, October 7th from 2:00PM to 
3:00PM. Karsun’s Orchestra is composed of four members. 
Although Mr. Karsun sticks to the drums, the other three 
play multiple instruments. David Dodge plays the 
saxophone, clarinet and flute. Ray Taylor plays the guitar 
and violin and Jack Murphy plays the piano and bass. All 
three sing and they all love the swing music that they play 
so well. In fact, Chuck Karsun grew up on swing music, 
idolizing the great Artie Shaw. He learned to play drums as 
a child, playing along with Tommy Dorsey records. With 
Karsun leading the way, the Orchestra has been perfoming 
big band swing music in the Portland area for the past forty 
years. Although local musicians have joined and left the 
band over this time, Karsun contends this current mix of 
players is his favorite. This free program is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Ledding Library. 

LIBRARY CALENDAR 
LEDDING LIBRARY BOOK CLUB 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH AT 7PM: WE'LL BE READING THE 
THREE JUNES  BY JULIA GLASS. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST AT 4PM: BOOK GROUP FOR 
 YOUTH AGES 10 & UP.   READ A BOOK OF YOUR CHOICE. 

HORA DE CUENTOS EN ESPAÑOL / SPANISH STORYTIME  

SÁBADO, 30 DE SEPTIEMBRE A LAS 2:00:  CLAUDIA OSORIO PRESENTA

 CUENTOS DE ESPAÑOL PARA LOS NIÑOS DE TODAS LAS 
 EDADES. 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 AT 2:00PM.  CLAUDIA OSORIO PRESENTS 
 STORIES AND SONGS IN SPANISH FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES.  
 
WEEKLY STORYTIMES RESUME OCTOBER 3RD 

LEDDING LIBRARY BOARD MONTHLY MEETING 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 25TH AT 6:30PM FICTION ROOM

 Hora de Cuentos en Español  
Spanish Storytimes 

Sábado, 30 de septiembre, 21 de octubre, y 18 de 
noviembre a las 2:00:  Claudia Osorio presenta cuentos de 
español para los niños de todas las edades.  Todos 
pueden asistir.  ¡Gratis! 

Beginning on Saturday, September 30 at 2:00pm, Ledding 
Library will offer monthly storytimes in Spanish for children 
of all ages.  Claudia Osorio became an instant hit when she 
presented songs and stories in Spanish at two storytimes in 
May.  She will return this year for eight more programs 
during the school year, including October 21 and 
November 18 this fall.  Thanks to the Friends of Ledding 
Library for sponsoring this new program. 

 

Library Parking Lot Expansion 
Under Way 

Many patrons who have visited the Ledding Library during 
the past year have had difficulty finding a parking place. 
For years, we were all accustomed to the luxury of parking 
in the old Safeway lot.. For the past year, the Library staff 
has helped alleviate the parking crunch by using the lot 
across the street from City Hall, leaving the lot free for our 
patrons. The current Library parking lot has 23 spaces – 2 
handicapped and 21 regular. The 6 parking spaces in front 
of the Library will be usable again in a couple of months as 
construction progresses. Recognizing the need for more 
Library parking, the City Council put $65,000 into the fiscal 
year 2006-2007 budget to expand the current lot by 16 
spaces. Not only will patrons have more parking, but 
getting in and out of the lot will be easier as well. The new 
lot has been designed with dedicated entrance and exit 
lanes. Public Works Operations Manager Kelly Somers 
predicts that the parking lot enlargement project will be 
completed by November. 

 



 
 

Did You Know?… 
• There are more public libraries than McDonalds 

in the United States – a total of 16,220, including 
branches. 

• Americans spend more than three times as much 
on salty snacks as they do on public libraries. 

• Americans check out an average of more than 
six books a year.  

• Public libraries are the number one point of 
online access for people without Internet 
connections at home, school or work. 

 
Scott Park Concert Series 
Has A Successful Summer 

As this series of concerts concludes for the year, a 
special thanks should go to the following people for 
making this summer one to remember: Ed Zumwalt, the 
master promoter, impresario and music scene maven 
whose hard work made all this possible; the Historic 
Milwaukie Neighborhood Association; the Friends of the 
Library, who made sure that none of the concert-goers 
went hungry; Sharon Bradshaw and Cynthia Nagy, 
former library and city staff members and volunteer Evan 
Palmer who saw to it that the events ran flawlessly. As 
this year’s series concluded, Ed has already begun 
planning for next year. On being asked who would play at 
Scott Park during the summer of 2007, Ed said, “ I may 
be dreaming, but I haven’t ruled out the Who, the Rolling 
Stones or Neil Young.” The Ledding Library Newsletter 
will keep readers posted on future developments. 

 
Quacks From The Stacks 
• The Ledding Library will be closed on Monday, 

September 5th in honor of Labor Day.  

• Friends of Library President Carol Kay recently 
revealed that the Rummage Sale held in August 
at the house across the pond from the library 
made over $870. Both Carol and Friends 
member Audrey Trubshaw should be 
commended for their hard work in making this 
event possible. All proceeds from the sale will be 
used to fund special library programs and 
projects. 

Amelia “The Movie Maven” 
Heinl Presents Library Staff 

Picks 
 
Looking for a movie for tonight?  Your Library Staff has 
recommendations for every mood. 
 
For the fantasy lover, Sarah Lander recommends the 
Lord of the Rings series or the three Harry Potter 
adventures, all available at our Library. 
Science fiction fans should check out (no pun intended) 
Pat Fetrow’s suggestion of 2001, A Space Odyssey; 
classic sci-fi at its best. 
For those who crave adventure, Pat Salvione’s choice is 
the classic Lawrence of Arabia. If you haven’t seen it for 
a while, relive the breathtaking scenery and superb story 
telling. 
Feeling romantic? Sandra Chairet recommends Roman 
Holiday with Audrey Hepburn and Gregory Peck. 
Jana Hoffman suggests the great character driven film 
from the 60s, The Graduate, the film that made Dustin 
Hoffman a star. 
To see examples of brilliant directing, Joe Sandfort says 
to watch Martin Scorsese’s Mean Streets or Raging Bull. 
Robert De Niro has never been better. 
My favorite film falls into all of the above categories, 
except perhaps science fiction, 
Quentin Tarantino’s brilliant Pulp Fiction. 
     

Other Employee Faves in the Ledding Library 
Collection: 

Secondhand Lions 
Big Fish 
It’s A Wonderful Life 
Fiddler on the Roof 
You’ve Got Mail 
Amelie 
The Way We Were 
Annie Hall 
Burnt By the Sun 
The Unbearable Lightness of Being 
As Good As It Gets 

Library Hours 
Monday thru Thursday 12 noon-9:00pm
Friday and Saturday  12 noon-5:30pm 
Sunday 12 noon-5:00pm
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