
FRIDAY MEMO 
January 6, 2006 

 
1. Paul Shirey and I met with County Administrator Jon Mantay and other city 

managers and engineers to hear the terms of the Board of County 
Commissioner’s Clearwater decision. I have attached the six pages that 
Mantay handed out at the meeting. Those six pages include: (1) Mantay's 
staff memo dated January 12, 2006 outlining the decision the Board will 
make and recommending the same; (2) Board Order to be acted upon at 
the Board’s January 12, 2006 meeting rescinding the Clearwater 
Implementation Plan; and (3) Board Order to be acted upon at the Board’s 
September 12, 2006 meeting establishing the Service District No. 1 
Citizen Advisory Council. 
I will summarize the provisions of each and the response given at the 
meeting. Please be advised that this was the first opportunity that any of 
us had to look at these documents, so additional comments may arise in 
the next few days.  
Page 1, which is the staff memo, outlines a bit of the history of Clearwater. 
It also notes that "County Representatives met with the chief petitioners" 
during the past two months. It was noted that we were never given a like 
opportunity to meet and to discuss our concerns or their future course of 
action. The staff memo also notes that one chief petitioner will be 
appointed to the CCSD1 Budget Committee, and it further notes that at 
least one other of the chief petitioners should apply for an upcoming 
Budget Committee vacancy. It was noted that this was slanting future 
decisions in a specific direction, given that the chief petitioners had 
preconceived opinions. 
Pages 2 and 3, which is the Board Order rescinding Clearwater, finds "that 
the filing of the referendum petition shows that greater public discussion of 
issues is necessary . . .." It was noted that this was a dangerous 
precedent to set. Does this mean that any party that does not like a 
direction can get it reversed by coming up with enough signatures? On the 
same page the Board finds "that further public discussion of provision of 
wastewater treatment services with" "partner cities" are necessary. It was 
noted that they never afforded that opportunity to the cities as they did to 
the chief petitioners. In addition, as we see later, the CAC guarantees 
representation only to the three chief petitioners (and they effectively get 
to appoint the other members). Nowhere is there any officially sanctioned 
forum created for a discussion with the cities. Finally, this document 
directs staff to "undertake necessary steps to terminate the Clearwater 
Project Intergovernmental Agreements . . .." It was noted that a unilateral 
termination was questionable. In addition, it is obvious that their stated 
desire for good relationships with the cities is difficult to take seriously if 



existing agreements can be so easily terminated. 
Pages 4, 5, and 6, which is the Board Order creating the CAC, which is an 
advisory committee within CCSD1. It is limited to residents of CCSD1. 
That is probably appropriate. It is a 10-member committee, with 5 voting 
and 5 nonvoting members. The first three members—appointed by this 
Board Order--are the three chief petitioners!! The CAC begins work on or 
about February 1, 2006, and it has to have recommendations by 
September 2006. That creates a couple of concerns. First, how effective 
will any communications from cities be with that little time—especially 
given that there is no effort given to creating a role for cities? Second, I 
suspect that we know the position of the three chief petitioners, and they 
apparently automatically constitute 60% of the votes on the CAC. The 
additional 7 are technically appointed by the Board, but they are appointed 
from a list of 10 (minimum) presented by the three chief petitioners. They 
do get their list of potential nominees from the Board. Given the fact that 
they are the only CAC members until the appointment process proceeds 
to its conclusion, and given that they are apparently three of the five voting 
members of the CAC, and given that they recommend the additional 
seven members of the CAC, what can we reasonably expect as a 
recommendation from the CAC in September 2006? 
The above is a very quick summary and response. The three documents 
warrant further study before final responses are made. It will be helpful to 
have folks to speak to the new plan’s deficiencies at the September 12, 
2006 Board of County Commissioner hearing. In addition, assuming that 
the new plan goes forward, it would be important to drum up interest in 
CAC membership by CCSD1 residents with vision. 

2. The McLoughlin Blvd project is about 45% complete and running ahead of 
schedule. The contractor is making efforts to improve safety by adding 
stripping for cross walks at Jefferson and Harrison and between travel 
lanes.  East/west side streets (Washington, Jefferson, Monroe, Jackson 
and Harrison) will be closed to through traffic periodically between the end 
of December and April.  The project is currently scheduled to be complete 
by June 30, 2006.  Call Paul Shirey, Engineering Director at 503-786-7601 
for further information.  

3. Bid opening for streetscape improvements around N. Main Village 
project is January 19.  Construction is expected to start in February and 
be completed by summer 2006. 

4. Construction of traffic calming median islands in SE Washington and SE 
Monroe is expected to begin by the end of January.  The contractor will be 
closing portions of Washington and Monroe to through traffic during 
construction.  The islands will help slow traffic, serve as an entry portal to 
the neighborhood and may deter cut-through traffic in the Historic 
Milwaukie neighborhood. 



5. Engineering has retained URS consultants to assist in preparing an 
interim stormwater quality report based on terms of the recently modified 
municipal stormwater discharge permit.  Results of the report will be 
subject to public review this spring and the final report is due to the state 
by May 1, 2006.  Engineering will set up meetings with NDA's to review 
report findings. 

6. Engineering is working closely with Operations to develop the new 5-year 
capital improvement plan for streets, water, wastewater and stormwater.  
The first year of the five-year plan is combined into the budget for 2006-07 
and adoption by City Council.  

7. The Finance Department provided Budget 101 training to city employees 
as a kickoff for preparation of the 2006-2007 fiscal year budget.  Topics 
included a review of the City’s chart of accounts, a “how to” demonstration 
for accessing financial reports on the Incode financial information system 
and a review of Oregon Local Budget Law.  Department managers will 
now begin developing their requested budgets to review with the City 
Manager in February. 

8. Saturday Coffee with Council will resume on January 14 at 9 a.m. in the 
City Hall Conference Room. 

9. The State Elections Office is offering a number of free Campaign Finance 
Training sessions throughout the state beginning in February.  These 
sessions will provide information about recently-adopted changes to 
reporting requirements.  The training session schedule and registration 
information are attached.  Staff is currently updating our candidate filing 
instructions for the November 2006 Milwaukie Council elections, and we 
will let you know when that information is posted to the website.  If you 
have questions in the meantime, you may contact Milwaukie's local filing 
officer at duvalp@ci.milwaukie.or.us or call 503.786.7502. 

10. We received notification this week from the North Clackamas Parks staff 
of the need to remove two cedar trees located at the west end of the park 
in the main circle area. The County Forester has determined that they are 
diseased and require removal for safety reasons. One tree will actually be 
removed, and the other will be topped to remove the dead branches. 

11. The next NDA Leadership meeting will be Wednesday January 25th from 
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm at City Hall. Special guests will include JoAnn 
Herrigel, Community Services Director, to speak about Metro's upcoming 
open spaces bond measure and Kenny Asher, Community Development 
Director, to speak about economic development in Milwaukie. 
















